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the cocoa-nut, which, if he cannot afford to adorn it with
precious stones, he marks with a red spot, upon which he sets
a silver com The family-priest repeats the names of the
affianced parties, their parents and ancestors, and when he has
exhausted his list pronounces that the ceremony is concluded
The women of the family, assisted by their neighbours, now
chaunt an appropriate song, and entitle themselves to a much-
prized dole of sugar and coriander

The general rule is that betrothal cannot be set aside, but
the practice of different castes varies Among Rajpoots, if the
betrothed bridegroom die, the girl who should have been his
wife is treated as his widow, and considered incapable of
entering into the married state Some Brahmins, on the
other hand, do not consider themselves bound by either
betrothal or any other ceremony short of the actual joining of
hands in marriage In most castes a betrothed bride is not
treated as a widow on the death of the affianced, and in many
she may, with permission of the caste, marry another person
even in his life-time, should he, before the marriage is con-
cluded, become afflicted with any serious disease

The Kuruwa Koonbees, when they cannot procure a husband
for their daughter, will sometimes marry her to a bunch of
flowers The next day they throw the flowers into a well, and
the bridegroom thus disposed of, the widow is eligible for
natra, or second marriage A similar practice is that of
marrying the girl to a person called ' a hand-husband' This
bridegroom may be any male of the caste who is willing to
contract, beforehand, that he will receive a certain sum for
a divorce and give his bride a release from her marriage the
moment the ceremony has been performed The wife so
divorced may then marry in natra

The object of these proceedings is the avoidance of expense
No money need be spent by the bride's father upon a natra
marriage, except such as is required for entertaining the friends
who accompany the bridegroom The lady's trousseau is
supplied by her husband An unmarried woman cannot,
however, be given in natra

When the bride has attained the age of nine or ten years,
an astrologer is called for to point out the day indicated by the